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APPENDIX 3 
 
PENNINES TOWNSHIP YEAR END REVENUE & CAPITAL FUNDS REVIEW 2019/20 
 
REVENUE FUNDS 
Fund Budget Review 
Projects Fund £64,500 

Base Budget 
 

£34,986 
b/f 2018/19 

 

Projects Fund provides a budget to resource larger projects to address local issues/demands to benefit the local 
community and environment across Pennines Township. 
 
This fund was used to support 30 projects consisting of 25 community projects and 5 highways/environmental 
projects.  The variety of projects funded included Fit, Feed & Read at Smallbridge Library that aimed to improve the 
physical/mental health and wellbeing of local children with the provision of a meal during the summer holidays, fitness 
sessions and reading activities; equipment/resources to support the activities of the Street Watch pilot in Milnrow and 
Newhey Villages; installation of an octopus themed seesaw to enhance the play provision at Clough Street Play Area, 
Wardle; installation of two gates in fencing near Lobley Close, Smallbridge to facilitate access restricted to Council 
Operatives to clean up fly tipping on Council land; gentle exercise and wellbeing sessions and coffee mornings at 
Smallbridge Library to offer the local community an opportunity to improve their health and meet like-minded people in 
a welcoming environment; replace sections of grass verge on Alderbank with new kerb and bitmac and installation of 
a timber knee rail to prevent vehicles driving on the grass verge and causing damage; installation of a new flagpole at 
Hollingworth Lake to replace the existing flagpole as the mechanism to access the internal halyard system was worn 
and knotted; refurbishment of instruments for Wardle Anderson Brass Band and Wardle Academy Youth Band to 
make provision for more young people to join and develop their brass playing skills; contribution to the provision of 
furnishings, equipment and resources to develop activities and improve access to the New Life Centre located on 
Edmund Street, Milnrow; Link4Life’s functional fitness course to improve the health and wellbeing of residents with 
activities to improve postural stability, strength, flexibility and balance to promote greater independence and reduce 
the risk of falls in the future; Blokes @ Hare Hill House weekly sessions to reduce isolation and loneliness amongst 
men within the community and contribute to improvements in their health and wellbeing; NatureEd CIC’s Bee Inspired 
to provide more and better connected habitats for attracting bees and other pollinators with a network of 'Buzz 
Stations' and 'Stops' planted with flowering species within primary schools grounds to create new Buzz habitats.  
Interactive Buzz educational activities to inspire the children to actively care for bees and other pollinators; renovation 
of the ‘The Gig House’ in Hare Hill Park for the purpose of creating a public studio space to deliver fun, accessible art 
and craft activities, classes and workshops for children and their parents/carers and adults; bedding plants and shrubs 
to create attractive floral displays and horticultural features for the Pennines in Bloom entry; woodland and tree works 
at the Pavilion area at Hollingworth Lake Country Park to open up the site for visitors to enjoy away from the main 
lakeside footpath. 
 
Committed funds of £27,856 at year end will be carried forward into 2020/21. 
 

Township Officers recommend the Projects Fund is allocated a base budget of £64,028 in 2020/21 (subject to final outturn agreed with Accountancy). 
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REVENUE FUNDS 
Fund Budget Review 
Ward Fund £12,000 

Base Budget 
 

£4,060 
b/f 2018/19 

Each Pennines Township Ward received £3,000 to allocate to smaller projects that would enable activities to take 
place to respond to local issues/demands for the benefit of the local community and environment.  This fund has been 
useful in providing a budget for dealing with issues that necessitated a quick response with Ward Councillors 
identifying projects and approval being sought from the Pennines Township Chair and Vice Chair. 
 
This fund was used to support 14 projects consisting of 8 community projects and 6 highways/environmental project.  
The variety of projects funded included Littleborough Library hosted The Nightbus - Drag Queen Story Time that 
offered service users through the media of drag an inclusive story time that celebrated different cultures and identities 
and promoted understanding and awareness of the LGBQT community; contribution to the restoration and 
reinstatement of the paths to the War Memorial located in the grounds of St James Church, Milnrow; installation of a 
salt bin on Lady House close as this road is hazardous during wintry conditions; provision of small Christmas food 
hampers to service users of Our Local Pantry Smallbridge and establishing a coffee morning/drop in advice session at 
Stevenson Square every Thursday for service users and the wider community during the winter months; a Christmas 
event at Smallbridge Library to bring the community together during the festive period with residents invited to 
participate in activities with refreshments made available in a social and friendly environment; contribution to the 
removal of the grass verge on Arm Road leading onto James Street, Littleborough to create a better kerb alignment 
around the bend in the road to aid traffic flow and resolve the issue of vehicle overrun damage; works to the trees 
along Ribble Avenue, Shore consisting of thinning, crown lifting and felling to reduce the density of the shade beneath 
the trees, address imbalance/stability and improve their appearance; supply and installation of a closed top litter bin 
on Arm Road, Littleborough to encourage the community to dispose of their litter responsibly and keep the area clean; 
clearance of vegetation from the ditch/watercourse at the rear of Brookfield Drive, Off Starring Way, Littleborough to 
alleviate flooding in the area; the creation of attractive floral displays in public areas to enhance the local environment 
in Shore. 
 
Funds of £781 were unallocated prior to financial year end 2019/20 and as agreed at Pennines Township Committee 
on 12 June 2019, these unspent funds were transferred to the Projects Fund.  Committed funds of £5,903 at year end 
will be carried forward into 2020/21. 
 

Township Officers recommend each Ward Fund is allocated a base budget of £3,000 in 2020/21. 
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REVENUE FUNDS 
Fund Budget Review 
Events Fund £5,000 

Base Budget 
The Events Fund is available to resource events in Pennines Township that will bring neighbours together, strengthen 
community spirit and benefit the local economy. 
 
This fund was used to support the next Milnrow & Districts Carnival that brings together the local community with a 
procession from Newhey to Milnrow followed by a fete in Milnrow Memorial Park with stalls and activities.  Residents 
are encouraged to participate with the event promoted through the local press, a local magazine distributor and online 
in the months preceding each year's summer carnival. 
 
Funds of £3,213 were unallocated prior to financial year end 2019/20 and as agreed at Pennines Township 
Committee on 12 June 2019, these unspent funds were transferred to the Projects Fund. 
 

Township Officers recommend the Events Fund is allocated a base budget of £5,000 to contribute to Pennines Township events in 2020/21. 

Town Centres 
Fund 

£0 
Base Budget 

 
£12,885 

b/f 2018/19 

Pennines Township received a budget of £25,000 in 2015/16 from Rochdale Council’s Economic Affairs Unit for the 
purpose of assisting the town centres within the Pennines Township to grow, prosper and diversify.  The Town 
Centres Fund was established to support creative ideas and to generate increased business and interest in shopping 
at the local town centres/high streets in Pennines. 
 
This fund supported 2 projects.  The Community Toilet Scheme that encourages local businesses to make their toilet 
facilities available to visitors/shoppers to address the lack of public conveniences and the next Littleborough Food & 
Drink Festival that will celebrate quality food and drink from local businesses with live cookery demonstrations and 
entertainment with the aim of supporting and promoting businesses in Littleborough. 
 
Committed funds of £4,538 will be carried forward into 2020/21. 
 

Township Officers recommend the Town Centres Fund retains the brought forward budget in 2020/21. 
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CAPITAL FUNDS 
Fund Budget Review 
Capital Fund £69,600 

Base Budget 
 

£4,336 
b/f 2018/19 

The Capital Fund has been used to deliver a range of projects that benefit the Township’s community and 
environment, and realise the Township priorities.  Projects were submitted from Councillors, Council Officers and the 
community. 
 
This fund supported 10 projects consisting of 7 community projects and 3 highways/environmental projects.  The 
variety of projects funded included improves to the allotment and community garden facilities at Littleborough Fire 
Station involving the installation of a community partnership building (timber log cabin) that will provide shelter during 
inclement weather for school children and user groups who visit the site; supply and installation of additional CCTV in 
Hare Hill Park Skate Park, Littleborough after reports from GM Fire & Rescue Service that youths have been starting 
fires in the Skate Park; installation of fencing at Wardle Football Club to protect the club’s facilities and car park area 
plus goals and a storage container for equipment for the three new junior teams; replacement of nine bollards in 
varying poor condition with new Manchester type bollards on Duke Street, Spenwood Road, Featherstall Brook View, 
Bamford Street and Shore Road to Aberley Fold, Littleborough; provision of furnishings, equipment and resources to 
develop activities and improve access to the New Life Centre located on Edmund Street, Milnrow to reduce isolation 
and support the marginalised and vulnerable in the local community and engage with young people and help reduce 
anti-social behaviour in the area; repair of the historical ABC steps located in the Stubley Lane area of Littleborough 
that lead to the Rochdale Canal and provide a link to rights of way that lead to Hollingworth Lake; a contribution 
towards the infrastructure and light features in the Huddersfield Road shopping area and Cotton Tree Corner, Newhey 
to enhance the festive display in the village; Project 2020 initiative to address the limitations of the existing Holy Trinity 
Church building concerning providing services (outside of faith based support) and facilities for user groups and the 
wider community; removal of the grass verge on Arm Road leading onto James Street, Littleborough to create a better 
kerb alignment around the bend in the road to aid traffic flow and resolve the issue of vehicle overrun damaging the 
grass verge and the subsequent maintenance liability; extension of the Wardle Football Club’s lower pitch from a 
junior size to an adult/open age sized pitch and improve drainage to comply with Football Association Charter 
Standard Programme.  The planning process identified a risk of waste material being brought to the surface by 
bioturbation (mixing of materials by the actions of soil organisms and growth of plant roots).  To prevent bioturbation 
between the existing landfill material and the proposed pitch surface, a suitable separation layer to be added to 
remove the risk to pitch users and mitigate any health and safety concerns. 
 
Unallocated funds of £2,237 will be carried forward to 2020/21. 
 

Township Officers recommend the Capital Fund is allocated a base budget of £69,520 in 2020/21 (subject to final outturn agreed with Accountancy). 
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CAPITAL FUNDS 
Fund Budget Review 
Ward Capital 
Fund 

£8,000 
Base Budget 

 
£264 

b/f 2018/19 

Each Pennines Township Ward received £2,000 to allocate to smaller projects that would enable activities to take 
place to respond to local issues/demands for the benefit of the local community and environment.  This fund has been 
useful in providing a budget for dealing with issues that necessitated a quick response with Ward Councillors 
identifying projects and approval being sought from the Pennines Township Chair and Vice Chair. 
 
This fund supported 6 projects consisting of 1 community project and 5 highways/environmental projects.  The variety 
of projects funded included a contribution towards the infrastructure and light features in the Huddersfield Road 
shopping area and Cotton Tree Corner, Newhey to enhance the festive display in the village; installation of salt bins 
on Welbeck Avenue, Barnes Meadows and Wasp Mill Drive as these roads become hazardous during wintry 
conditions; provision of a bollard on Ditton Mead Close to prevent parking on the footway and a contribution towards 
the construction of a stone wall to replace the existing damaged wire fencing to create a more substantial boundary to 
the entrance of Barkers Wood. 
 
Funds of £2,237 were unallocated prior to financial year end 2019/20.  As agreed at Pennines Township Committee 
on 12 June 2019, these unspent funds were transferred to the Capital Fund. 
 

Township Officers recommend each Ward Capital Fund is allocated a base budget of £2,000 in 2020/21. 
 


